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HCP & PATIENT EDUCATION

Some of the greatest disparities in cancer care 
are related to clinical trial access for patients. 
To address the racial/ethnic disparities in 
breast and lung cancer clinical trials, a tethered 
educational initiative was designed to 
empower patients, assess current clinician 
perceptions/practices, and improve awareness 
of real-world perspectives of clinical trials.

How patient-clinician education can strengthen partnerships and promote 
tangible actions to improve clinical trial diversity in breast and lung cancer trials 

Educational Program and Evaluation Details

Assessments

Clinicians: Questions were asked before, 
immediately post, and 2 months after activity 
completion.

Patients: Questions were asked during 
in-session polling, in the post-activity evaluation, 
and 2 months after activity completion.

Data Collected

Engagement, lessons learned, continuing 
gaps, and behavioral changes; engagement 
via social-media channels was assessed via 
impressions, views, and completions. 

Interventions

Clinical Trial
Resource Hub

Social Media 
Enhancement

Micro-learning activities were distributed to NPI-verified oncologists via LinkedIn. 
Four informational posts were shared with patients via Facebook and Instagram.
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Patient Education
Launched 11/2/22

Clinician Education
Launched 12/16/22

Tethered 
Education “Achieving Equity for Patients with Lung and 

Breast Cancer: Community Clinicians’ Role 
in Diversifying Clinical Research”

“Represent for You: 
Improving Equity in Lung and 
Breast Cancer Clinical Trials”

total 
engagements

57,052 

Learner Demographics and Engagement

86%
76%

94% 79% 69%

 clinicians

1,264

patients/caregivers

1,912

920
micro-learning 

via social 
media

53,876
views via 

social media

 physicians  oncology/ 
hematology

82%
46%

 patients  non-White

Patient Insights
Experience with and Perceptions of Clinical Trials (n=93):

have never 
participated 
in a clinical 
trial

interested in 
discussing 
clinical trials 
with their 
care team

likely to 
participate 
in a clinical 
trial if they 
are eligible

Highest Social Media 
Engagement Related to Posts on:

Everyone 
deserves the 

chance to 
participate in 
#clinicaltrials

19,663
views 

Is a 
#clinicaltrial 

right for you? 

15,141
views 

46%

19%

19%

3%

14%

Concern of potential 
side effects

Fear of the unknown

Lack of familiarity 
with the process

Transportation/lack of 
time or resources

Potential 
associated costs

n=93

Concerns about clinical trials

Clinician Insights

Post-Activity Impact

of patients 
were motivated 
to take action 

n=93

83%

are researching 
more about 
clinical trials

n=93

63%

Top 3 actions taken
(confirmed at 2-month follow-up):

are discussing 
clinical trials with 
their provider or 
team

n=93

13%

are speaking with 
others in their 
community about 
clinical research

n=93

19%

Discussions about clinical trials:

reported high confidence 
in discussing clinical 
trials with a healthcare 
provider 

n=93

74%

63%

49%

Newly 
diagnosed

First 
recurrence

Second 
recurrence or 

beyond

50%

61%

42% 47%

Clinical Trial Preferences
Treatment setting considerations

Breast Cancer Lung Cancer

Breast cancer stage as a 
consideration for clinical trial discussions 

64%
62%

HER2+ breast 
cancer

HR+ breast 
cancer

TNBC

42%

52%

46% 49%

Lung cancer type as a consideration for 
clinical trial discussions (n=89)

53%

64%

45%

NSCLC, with an actionable mutation

NSCLC, without an actionable mutation

Advanced/metastatic NSCLC

61% SCLC, advanced/metastatic

43% SCLC, early-stage

Clinician Insights continued

Top 5 Barriers to Patient Enrollment that 
Clinicians were Motivated to Address (n=89):

Post-Activity 
Impact

Self-Reporte
d Confidence 
in Improving 
Diversity in 
Clinical Trial 
Participation

36%

High 
confidence 

(rating 4/5) in 
ability to 
improve 

diversity in 
clinical trial 

participation 
at their 

institution

62%

26%

increase
42%

referred ≥1 patient from 
diverse populations (e.g., 
female, elderly, rural 
residence, or non-white 
race/ethnicity) to a clinical 
trial within two months of 
participating in this educationPre Post

Impact on Enrollment (n=52):

44%

37%

43%

physician awareness/engagement

lack of trials at institution

patient lack of interest

35% lack of trials in demographic region

37% eligibility requirements

Advanced/Metastatic Early-stage

 “My biological profile needs to be studied; I am worthy…I am worthy to be
   studied. I am worthy for my biological profile to be contributed to clinical
   research so we can help this deadly disease from killing our sisters. It’s not
   fair that 41% of us die at a higher rate than any other group of women.
   That’s what it represents for me, it’s a life or death situation.” 
                        – African American Patient with metastatic breast cancer

Patient Voice:

13%

(n=89)(n=142)

Other rare 
subtype 17% Other rare subtype

Outcomes revealed a willingness among patients to engage in clinical trial discussions and participate in clinical trials when eligible. The tethered education positively impacted clinician motivation to address barriers to enrollment and clinical trial eligibility with their 
patients. Real-world accounts of patient experiences provided clinicians with varied and insightful perspectives and encouraged the use of effective approaches to improve clinical trial diversity.


