
The outcomes from this educational activity demonstrate the effectiveness of education in improving 
knowledge and confidence in areas such as testing, adverse-event management, and the integration of 
new regimens into practice. Encouraging practice changes were also seen from the write-in responses 
from learners. Additional needs were also identified to further solidify HER2 testing as a prerequisite for 
anti-HER2 targeted therapies, patient selection, and timely management of adverse events.
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Novel targeted therapies have entered 
the treatment landscape for patients with 
HER2-positive metastatic colorectal 
cancer (mCRC). To ensure that these 
therapies are used effectively, clinicians 
must assess tumor HER2 status and 
recognize how HER2-directed treatment 
modalities fit into the current paradigm. 
To further enable clinicians to integrate 
HER2-targeted therapies, an educational 
program was designed in 2023.
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Engagement (CME participants, 
learners, and completers; 
micro-learning completers), changes in 
knowledge and competence, present 
attitudes and practice behaviors, 
intended practice changes, and 
self-reported practice changes as 
related to HER2-positive mCRC. 
Statistical tests of significance 
(Chi-square) applied to comparisons of 
individual questions (pre vs post).

A 1-hour online CME activity broadcast 
live in February 2023 and available 
on-demand for a year. Three 
micro-learning videos (each 3 to 4 
minutes) tied to learning objectives 
posted to LinkedIn targeting
NPI-verified oncologists.
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Top specialties:

of learners 
identified as 
treaters seeing 
14 patients with 
colorectal cancer 
per week, of which 
approximately
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Average % correct on 4-item test 
linked to learning objectives

n=400 n=227

P<0.01

35%

51%

Pre Post

Test for HER2 
amplification

All learners

Knowledge and competence assessments 

n=1,237 n=778

P<0.01
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Trial eligibility 
criteria 

n=1,237 n=778

P<0.01
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Patients who would 
benefit from anti-HER2 

targeted regimens

n=1,237 n=778

P<0.01
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Adverse events 
associated with 

anti-HER2 agents

n=1,237 n=778

P<0.01

Practice Barriers
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Affordability of therapy for patients 

Adherence to treatment schedules 

Patient anxiety about treatment efficacy 

The greatest challenges faced when managing patients with 
HER2-positive mCRC were: 

35%

20%

21%

Lack of trials at their institutions 

Lack of trials in their geographic region 

Patient lack of interest 

The most common barriers to patient enrollment in clinical 
trials identified by clinicians were: 

of all learners self-reported likely to 
incorporate testing for HER2 expression 
level or amplification prior to the 
selection of targeted therapy for their 
patients. 

51%

of all learners intend to implement 
a practice change; qualitative 
responses were categorized into 
the following four themes: 

77%

Immediately post-activity,

Furthermore, 

1.  Patient Care and Education:
    • Advising patients to get tested for HER2-positive status

2. HER2 Testing and Therapy:
    • Increasing awareness of HER2 expression levels and amplification
    • Considering HER2-directed therapy as a treatment option

3. Interdisciplinary Care and Collaboration:
    • Enhancing discussions at M&M and Tumor Board meetings
 
4. Evidence-based Practice and Treatment Guidelines:
    • Implementing evidence-based guidelines


